STEPS Meeting Log

Agenda Items. Decisions, and Action Required


Improving the Physical Environment (IPE) Workgroup
Meeting Date:  10/23/17- Noon -1:45pm -STEPS Office, Ovid
Attendees:   Karel Titus, Patti Battley, Phyllis Motill, Tony Del Plato, Bill Sebring, Marylois Schott, Paul Batman, Caroline Peterson, Theresa Lahr
	Time
	Discussion Item
	Person Responsible
	Decisions Required
	Decisions Made
	Actions Required
	Person Responsible Date to be completed

	Noon 
	Introductions & Welcome per group leader Karel Titus


	
	
	Welcome Patti Battley from Seneca County CCE 

	
	All 

	12:05pm -1 pm
1pm – 1:10 pm
	Water Quality; Discussed the ecosystem dynamics within our watershed, climate change and nutrient loading problems contributing to algae flares in our lakes. Infrastructure concerns in storm water run-off Interlaken is downstream in the watershed and the rapid flooding occurrences this past spring & summer due to “rain bombs” were discussed. Further discussion about how shallow rooted grass and plants are not as effective as native plants in holding, filtering and cleaning toxins in our water table.(discussion resumed under IPE updates-agenda item )
Community Art 
	All 
Caroline Peterson held an “Art Exploration “workshop at Conifer Village, Interlaken on 9/28.
Second session to be held 10/26.
A third “Art Exploration” session date TBD in November
Mural to be painted on two overhead doors on the building next to Post Office. Main St. Lodi
Garden signage and mural (Ovid)
	A public forum on “Harmful Algal Blooms” (HABS) to be held 10/26 @ 6 pm -Ramada Inn, Geneva. Session will review the recent outbreak of algal blooms in the finger lakes and other HABS related info, such as monitoring drinking water to protect public health. All members encouraged to attend.

	Minimize sources of pollution of both surface and groundwater in the watersheds and protect Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. Discover & implement measures that will have a positive impact. Invite water quality experts to speak to the STEPS community prior to the proposed spring 2018 stream monitoring. 
Adopt a stream or two in STEPS geography. Suggestion made to consider Lodi streams if not currently being  monitored:
· Tommy Creek 

· Mill Creek 

	Educate ourselves on the issues -attend the HABS public forum 10/26. Share what’s learned with the group 
Ask two questions at forum:
1.  What are the strategies residents to protect and improve water quality?
2.  Is stream monitoring conducted at Mill and Tommy Creeks in Lodi?
Workshop well attended and received. Group is creating an “art closet “ at Conifer Village 
	Forum to address the concerns surrounding the recent outbreak of suspicious algal blooms in our lakes. Marylois and Theresa to attend to ask questions and report back to the group.
Caroline Hoover will also attend the forum and is prepared to help guide this group in stream monitoring in the spring. Invite Caroline Hoover to next workgroup.
Theresa to look into process for adopting Mill and Tommy Creeks in Lodi for monitoring if indicated.
Caroline will put together a wish list of recommended art supplies and provide list to Theresa
Karel to talk to Melanie Bloom regarding her intent to paint the mural spring 2018 

Theresa to purchase paint for garden sign/art club at South Seneca High School.

	1:10-

1:15 pm
1:15-1:40 pm
	Resident Health Promotion Project (RHPP)updates
IPE Updates

“Complete Streets” promote active living, safety and strengthen the community 

Caroline Peterson- reports on the status of a potential woodland and native plant habitat for Fireman’s field in Interlaken and the consideration for elected officials to make code changes such as a” no-mow option” to address the challenges for a  Sustainable Interlaken. 
Resident/business owners considering possible micro-loan or RHPP  opportunities for beautification projects of 3 buildings  at the intersection of Rt. 96 and 96A- Interlaken

	The 100th B-day Celebration for Lodi Whittier Library 10/7 was a tremendous success
RHPP-Conifer Garden Club 
Ovid Community Garden (OCG) celebration -over 100 youth attended 10/12
Garden to be put to bed for the winter soon 
Patti Battley talked about the benefits of having “Complete Streets” elements and policies. Common elements are crosswalks, paved shoulders mixed use paths & bike lanes. Patti talked about how they can increase safety for cyclists, pedestrians, and children walking to and from school 

	Patti will check with her CCE  colleagues to see if they may be able to help evaluate the condition of the habitat and advise how best to manage the plant resources and assess the viability of the beneficial plants, and their potential importance to the overall vitality of the larger watershed area 
	Interlaken Fire Department members oversee the “Fireman’s Field” and have decided to wait until next year to consider a woodland and native plant habitat and assessment of the fireman field.

	Primary applicant Shirley Buongiorne submitted a RHPP to establish a Conifer Garden Club- 
Six senior citizens are participating in the planning and implementation of the garden project to create a continuous garden the entire length of the apartment facility (behind the complex)
Village of Interlaken to hold an open forum code meeting .Encourage interested  residents to attend to discuss with elected official their ideas/suggestions for code changes such as allowing for a natural habitat as an alternative to the required lawn mowing now in place.

	Many thanks to Karel, Emma Lou Sheikh, Paulette Likoudis and several other Lodians for carrying out such a successful project/event!
Clean up of OCG on or about 11/1 -weather dependent. Maggie Passmore will announce the date.
Although CCE’s primary Complete Streets focus /work is in the village of Waterloo, Patti is able to provide technical assistance to municipalities in the STEPS neighborhood.
All interested –attend the Interlaken Code Workshop/open forum  11/9, 6pm @ Town Hall
Overall storefront cleaning and window display improvements are being considered as a starting point in spring 2018 


	
	Open Forum
	Bill Sebring; The Ovid Historical Society (Jane Braunig) to allow STEPS to display 2017 activities/accomplishments in storefront window. 
Phyllis Motill-

Holiday Luncheon 11/11- 1pm fundraiser for Three Bears. Hot chocolate served at Christmas tree lighting at 6 pm in park.
Caroline shared ICAG  plans for the annual Interlaken Halloween Party & Parade 

Tony Del Plato 


	
	
	Contact Mayor Rich Richardson of Interlaken Village if able to help decorate- set up/clean up for Halloween event
	Theresa; make a plan for a window display to be taken down by 10/31/17 so that the Veterans Day display can go up.
Attend: Tree lighting and carolers in in front of Three Bears- 6pm on 11/11. See Phyllis for tickets to fundraiser
Line up for parade at 4:30 pm 10/28 @ Interlaken Reformed Church 
Encouraged all to attend the Community Solar meeting 11/16 -7pm at the Baptist Church -Interlaken to learn about the development of community energy plan for the STEPS neighborhood.

	1:40-1:45 pm
	Announcements
	11/14- STEPS annual “Thanks” Giving gathering to be held at 6pm at Ovid Federated Church.

	
	Many thanks to all for their on-going commitment to making the STEPS neighborhood a better place for all!
	
	Please join us.
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